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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM CAROL STEPHENS 

I do not support this Bill for the following reasons:- 

 Parents are the primary carers of their children and rightly so.  The state should not 

interfere in family life except as a last resort. 

 Loving parents discipling there child by a mild smack is definitely not the same as 

child abuse.  Unreasonable chastisement is already unlawful. 

 There are times when a child is in danger and is too young to understand a verbal 

warning but may need a smack to protect him or her.  Criminalising smacking may 

endanger child safety. 

 If a child is disobedient and getting out of control, a smack can calm down him/her 

without doing harm. 

 It is wrong for the State to criminalise loving parents when all they are doing is trying 

to rear their children to be proper law-abiding citizens. 

 The evidence from countries where smacking has been banned does not show 

reduc ed violence among children.  In fact the opposite is true.  In Sweden, since the 

smacking ban, child-on-child violence increased 1,791 per cent between 1984 and 

2010.  One study comments “trends in Swedish criminal assaults against minors 

suggest that they way the first spanking ban has been implemented in that countgry 

may have increased criminal assaults in that country in contrast to its intended effect 

of decreasing violence.”  Psychiatrist David Eberhard argued that the emphasis on 

permissive parenting, which started with the smacking ban has left parents unable to 

correct their children in any way. 

 Police and Social Workers would be overwhelmed with trivial smacking cases if a 

smacking ban came in.  And there would be a danger of real abuse cases being 

missed. 

 ComRes poll showed that 74% of Scottish adults were against criminalising 

smacking and only 14% in favour.  75% agreed that the role of parents and 

guardians should decide whether or not to smack their children.  66% said it is 

sometimes necessary to smack a naughty child.  85% said they were smacked by 

their parent or guardian as a form of discipline. 

I would emphasise again that the best way for children to be brought up is by loving parents 

or guardians, who should be allowed to discipline by a mild smack when necessary, and not 

be in danger of being criminalised for good parenting. 

 


